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families of tribespeople to be transferred from that province and from
Persian 'Iraq and Pars to Khurasan ; amongst these were 12,000 families
of Afshars (including 2,000 of the Qiriqlu branch) ; these Qiriqlu were
sent to the district round Kubkan and the other Afshars to Kalat.
Nadir left Tabriz for Mashhad on the i6th August; on reaching the
Qizil Uzan, he received a further message from Rida Quli that the Abdalis,
after spending a month in the neighbourhood of Mashhad, had returned
to Herat. There being no such pressing need for haste, Nadir turned
aside from Tehran, marched through Mazandaran and Astarabad, crossed
the Atrak and attempted in vain to overtake and punish some Yamut
rebels. He thereupon returned to Astarabad, whence he marched up
the Gurgan valley and through Simalqan to Mashhad, where he arrived
on the nth November.
Great celebrations were held in the city in the following January when
Nadir's eldest son, Rida Quli, was married to Fatima Sultan Begum,
to whom, as already stated,1 he had been betrothed.2 A great hunting
party was then organised in the neighbourhood of Kalat and Abivard.
When Dhu'l-Fiqar Abdali heard of Nadir's arrival at Mashhad and
of the preparations that were being made for the forthcoming campaign>
he appealed to Husain Sultan, of Qandahar, for aid. Irlusain Sultan
came in person to Isfaraz, where he met Dhu'l-Fiqar, but, for some un-
recorded reason, they failed to agree. Husain Sultan then entered into
negotiations with Nadir, and handed over two Safavi princesses in exchange
for Maljmud's widows and children and some other persons. Soon
afterwards IJusain Sultan patched up his differences with Dhu'l-Fiqar,
to whom he sent a force of between 2,000 and 3,000 men under the cele-
brated Ghalzai general, Muhammad Saidal Khan.
In order to render it difficult, if not impossible, for Husain Sultan to
assist the Abdalis, Nadir sent word to 'Abdullah Khan Brahoi, who had
been made Governor of Baluchistan, to attack Qandahar from the south.
'Abdullah Khan, however, could not obey these instructions, as he was
then engaged in a struggle with Miyan Nur Muhammad Khudayar Khan>
the Kalhora chief of Sind.3 In a battle between the two at Gandava,
'Abdullah Khan was killed.
Leaving Mashhad immediately after the Nau Ruz festivities, Nadir
1 Seep. 42 above.
1 The marriage contract, together with a preamble, is quoted in the Durra-yi-Nadira, but not in
the T.N. • it is reproduced in Schefer's Chrestomathie Persane, Vol.11, pp. 232-237.
1 Miyan Nur Muhammad, the son of Nasir Muhammad, the chief of Sind, succeeded his father in
1708; in 1717, having sworn fealty to the Mughal Emperor, he was given the title-
of Khudayar Khan. See T. Postans, Personal Observation on Sind, London, 1843, p. 168.
« vH' Pottin£er states, in his Travels in Bekochistan and Sinde, London, 1876, p. 278, that
Abdullah Khan was the aggressor, having seized part of Khudayar Khan's territory*
See also Leech in J.R.A.S., Vol. XII, pp. 483 and 484.

